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W-9

Evidence Statement

The student will locate
information from multiple
text sources to support a
central idea or subtopic
related to research.

Key Elements:
Source #2 (Animal Architects)
•

Homes protect us from weather and keep us safe and comfortable. Animals
are no exception.

•

The entrance to the lodge is always at the bottom, underwater, so beavers
can come and go without being seen by predators.

•

Water builds up behind the dams, creating flooded areas that are ideal places
for beavers to find food. The flooded areas also provide pools for other
wildlife.

•

Besides living areas, these termite mounds have food storage areas,
nurseries for “baby” termites, a special chamber for the king and queen, and
even gardens.

•

Inside wombat burrows, sleeping nests are built on raised “platforms” to
keep them dry in case of flooding.

•

Eagles line their nests with grasses and other soft material to make them
comfy.

Rubric:
(2 points) Response is an evidence-based explanation that provides two pieces of
evidence from the specified source that support this idea and that explain how each
detail supports the idea.
(1 point) Response is an evidence-based explanation that provides two pieces of
evidence from the specified source that support this idea but doesn’t explain how
Continued on next page
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each detail supports the idea.
OR
Response is an evidence-based explanation that provides only one piece of
evidence from the specified source that supports this idea and that explains how
that detail supports the idea.
(0 points) Response is an explanation that is incorrect, irrelevant, insufficient, or
blank.
Exemplar:
(2 points) The information from Source #2 adds to the reader’s understanding of
what some animals do to survive in their environment by describing how some
animals build their homes so that they are kept safe and comfortable. The beaver
builds a dam that creates flooded areas. The beaver is then able to easily find food
in these flooded areas. This is important because the way that a beaver builds its
home allows it to also find food. Another example is that bald eagles line their nests
with grasses and other soft materials. Eagles do this in order to make their nests
more comfortable.
(1 point) The information from Source #2 adds to the reader’s understanding of
what some animals do to survive in their environment by describing how some
animals build their homes so that they are kept safe and comfortable. The beaver
builds a dam that creates flooded areas. The beaver is then able to easily find food
in these flooded areas. This is important because the way that a beaver builds its
home allows it to also find food.
(0 points) Different kinds of animals build different kinds of homes.
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Evidence Statement
The student will analyze
digital and print sources in
order to locate relevant
information to support
research.

Key Elements:
Source #3 (Don’t Step in that Ecosystem!)
•

Any place where plants, animals and other nonliving things (air, water, soil)
live and interact together is an ecosystem. All living things are connected to
each other in an ecosystem.

•

Picture an oak tree in the forest. Bugs and birds make cozy homes in its bark
and branches. Squirrels nest in its trunk.

•

An oak tree grows acorns that mice and deer eat. A hawk comes down from
the oak tree to eat the mouse.

•

Some of the acorns will get covered in dirt, get watered from the rain, and
grow another oak tree.

•

A coral reef is home to many plants and animals.

•

Fish come to eat or hide in sea plants.

•

Coral reefs are home to one-quarter of all the fish in the sea. Reefs also
attract birds, whales, turtles, and seals.

•

This makes the reef ecosystem one of the most important in the world.

Rubric:
(2 points) Response is an evidence-based explanation that correctly identifies the
most helpful source AND includes two details from that source that support this
evaluation and that explain why each detail supports the idea that it is the most
helpful source.
Continued on next page
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(1 point) Response is an evidence-based explanation that correctly identifies the
most helpful source AND includes one detail from that source that supports this
evaluation and that explains why the detail supports the idea that it is the most
helpful source.
OR
Response is an evidence-based explanation that correctly identifies the most helpful
source AND includes two details from that source that support this evaluation but
does not explain why each detail supports the idea that it is the most helpful
source.
OR
Response is an evidence-based explanation that does not identify a source or
correctly identify the most helpful source but includes two details from the correct
source and that explains why each detail supports the idea that it is the most
helpful source.
(0 points) Response is an explanation that is incorrect, irrelevant, insufficient, or
blank.
Exemplar:
(2 points) Source #3 is the most helpful source in understanding how plants and
animals work and live together so that the place where they live can continue to
grow. This source is the most helpful because it describes how plants and animals
are connected and depend on one another for survival. For example, when an oak
tree grows acorns, the acorns drop to the ground. Mice and deer come to eat the
acorns. The oak tree also provides the hawk with a meal. A hawk that is nearby
may see a mouse that is gathering the acorns, so the hawk comes down to eat the
mouse. Because of the acorns that the oak tree made, mice, deer, and hawks are
able to eat.
(1 point) Source #3 is the most helpful source in understanding how plants and
animals work and live together so that the place where they live can continue to
grow. This source is the most helpful because it describes how plants and animals
are connected and depend on the other for survival. When an acorn drops from an
oak tree, mice and deer come to eat the acorn. This is important because the mice
and deer have something to eat.
(0 points) Source #2 is the most helpful source because it describes how animals
build their homes. The source describes how beavers build dams underwater and
bald eagles build big nests, high in the trees.
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Evidence Statement
The student will select
evidence to support opinions
based on evidence collected.

Key Elements:
Some animals have developed special body features that help them survive in the
place where they live:
1.

Source #1

Animals and plants living together is important for their survival:
1.

Source #3

Continued on next page
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Animals create environments where they are protected from the weather and kept
safe and comfortable:
1.

Source #2

Rubric:
(1 point) 3 cells completed correctly
(0 points) Fewer than 3 cells completed correctly or blank
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Evidence Statement

W-2b

The student will write full informational texts on a
topic, attending to purpose and audience; organize
ideas by stating a focus (main idea); include
structures and appropriate transitional strategies for
coherence; include supporting evidence (from
sources when appropriate to the assignment) and
elaboration; and develop an appropriate conclusion
related to the information or explanation presented.
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Grade 4
4‐Point
Informational
Performance Task Writing Rubric (Grades 3‐5)

Organization/Purpose

Score

4

3

2

The response has a clear and
effective organizational structure,
creating a sense of unity and
completeness. The organization is
sustained between and within
paragraphs. The response is
consistently and purposefully
focused:

The response has an evident
organizational structure and a sense
of completeness. Though there may
be minor flaws, they do not
interfere with the overall coherence.
The organization is adequately
sustained between and within
paragraphs. The response is
generally focused:

The response has an inconsistent
organizational structure. Some flaws
are evident, and some ideas may be
loosely connected. The organization is
somewhat sustained between and
within paragraphs. The response may
have a minor drift in focus:

The response has little or no
discernible organizational structure.
The response may be related to the
topic but may provide little or no
focus:



controlling/main idea of a topic
is clearly communicated, and
the focus is strongly
maintained for the purpose
and audience



controlling/main idea of a topic
is clear, and the focus is mostly
maintained for the purpose and
audience



controlling/main idea of a topic
may be somewhat unclear, or
the focus may be insufficiently
sustained for the purpose
and/or audience



controlling/main idea may be
confusing or ambiguous;
response may be too brief or the
focus may drift from the
purpose and/or audience



consistent use of a variety of
transitional strategies to clarify
the relationships between and
among ideas



adequate use of transitional
strategies with some variety to
clarify the relationships
between and among ideas



inconsistent use of transitional
strategies and/or little variety



few or no transitional
strategies are evident



effective introduction and
conclusion



adequate introduction and
conclusion



introduction or conclusion, if
present, may be weak



introduction and/or
conclusion may be missing



logical progression of ideas from
beginning to end; strong
connections between and among
ideas with some syntactic variety



adequate progression of ideas
from beginning to end;
adequate connections between
and among ideas



uneven progression of ideas
from beginning to end; and/or
formulaic; inconsistent or
unclear connections between
and among ideas



frequent extraneous ideas may
be evident; ideas may
be randomly ordered or have an
unclear progression
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1

NS
 Insufficient
(includes
copied text)
 In a language
other than
English

 Off‐topic

 Off‐purpose

Grade 4
4‐Point
Informational
Performance Task Writing Rubric (Grades 3‐5)

Evidence/Elaboration

Score

4

3

2

The response provides thorough
elaboration of the support/evidence
for the controlling/main idea that
includes the effective use of source
material. The response clearly and
effectively develops ideas, using
precise language:

The response provides adequate
elaboration of the support/evidence
for the controlling/main idea that
includes the use of source material.
The response adequately develops
ideas, employing a mix of precise and
more general language:

The response provides uneven,
cursory elaboration of the
support/evidence for the
controlling/main idea that includes
uneven or limited use of source
material. The response develops
ideas unevenly, using simplistic
language:



comprehensive evidence (facts
and details) from the source
material is integrated,
relevant, and specific



adequate evidence (facts
and details) from the
source material is
integrated and relevant,
yet may be general



some evidence (facts and
details) from the source
material may be weakly
integrated, imprecise,
repetitive, vague, and/or copied



clear citations or attribution to
source material



adequate use of citations
or attribution to source
material



weak use of citations or
attribution to source
material



effective use of a variety of
elaborative techniques*



adequate use of some
elaborative techniques*



weak or uneven use of
elaborative techniques*;
development may consist
primarily of source
summary








vocabulary is clearly appropriate
for the audience and purpose



vocabulary is generally
appropriate for the audience and
purpose



vocabulary use is uneven or
somewhat ineffective for the
audience and purpose

effective, appropriate style
enhances content



generally appropriate style is
evident



inconsistent or weak attempt to
create appropriate style




*Elaborative techniques may include the use of personal experiences that support the controlling/main idea
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1
The response provides minimal
elaboration of the support/evidence
for the controlling/main idea that
includes little or no use of source
material. The response is vague, lacks
clarity, or is confusing:



evidence (facts and details) from
the source material is minimal,
irrelevant, absent, incorrectly
used, or predominantly copied



insufficient use of citations or
attribution to source material



minimal, if any, use of
elaborative techniques*



vocabulary is limited or
ineffective for the audience
and purpose



little or no evidence of
appropriate style

NS
 Insufficient
(includes
copied text)
 In a language
other than
English

 Off‐topic

 Off‐purpose

Grade 4
2‐Point
Informational
Performance Task Writing Rubric (Grades 3–5)
Score

2

1

0

The response demonstrates an adequate
command of conventions:

The response demonstrates a partial command
of conventions:

The response demonstrates little or no
command of conventions:







limited use of correct sentence formation,
punctuation, capitalization, grammar usage,
and spelling

infrequent use of correct sentence
formation, punctuation, capitalization,
grammar usage, and spelling

Conventions

adequate use of correct sentence
formation, punctuation, capitalization,
grammar usage, and spelling

Holistic Scoring:
 Variety: A range of errors includes sentence formation, punctuation, capitalization, grammar usage, and spelling.
 Severity: Basic errors are more heavily weighted than higher‐level errors.
 Density: The proportion of errors to the amount of writing done well. This includes the ratio of errors to the length of the piece.
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